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SUBJ: CHAIRMAN ADDRESSES GUENNET MILITARY GRADUATES 

SUMMARY: IN SPEECH TO 30TH CLASS OF GUENNET MILITARY ACADEMY 
FEBRUARY 12, CHAIRMAN MENGISTU MADE IT CLEAR TIME FOR FENCE 
SITTING WAS OVER AND STATED ONLY THOSE WHO WERE "GENUINE" 
REVOLUTIONARIES AND PATRIOTS WOULD HAVE PLACE IN SOCIALIST 
ETHIOPIA. HE STATED NUMBER OF MEN UNDER ARMS TO BE INCREASED AND 
QUALITY OF THEIR ARMS WOULD BE IMPROVED ASAP, AND THAT TASK OF 
ARMING TRUE PROGRESSIVE FORCES, WORKERS, AND PEASANTS ALREADY 
UNDERWAY. CHAIRMAN REPORTED AS BUOYANT AND CONFIDENT 
BY U.S. MILITARY ATTACHES G W MAAG PERSONNEL. END SUMMARY. 

1 . IN HIS FIRST PUBLIC APPEARANCE AFTER BEING FORMALLY ANOINTED 

AS PMAC CHAIRMAN, LT. COL. MENGISTU ADDRESSED 30TH GRADUATING 
CLASS OF GUENNET MILITARY TRAINING CENTER FEBRUARY 12. 
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ATTACHE CORPS INVITED AND IN ATTENDANCE. UNDER EMPEROR, 

IT HAD BEEN TRADITIONAL PRACTICE HEAD OF STATE TO 
ADDRESS GUENNET GRADUATES, PRACTICE WHICH HAD LAPSED 
FOR PAST TWO YEARS. 

2. IN SPEECH AS REPORTED, CHAIRMAN EMPHASIXED THAT ONLY 
THOSE WHO WERE OPPOSED TO IMPERIALISM, GEUDALISM, AND 
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BUREAUCRATIC CAPITALISM AND WHO WERE GENUINE REVOLUTIONARIES 
AND PATRIOTS WOULD HAVE PLACE IN SOCIALIST ETHIOPIA. 

CHAIRMAN NOTED THAT PEOPLE'S REVOLUTION NOW IN HANDS OF 
TRUE AND DETEMINED REVOLUTIONAIRIES. HE MADE NOW STANDARD 
ATTACK AGAINST EPRP, EDU, ELF, REACTIONARY NEIGHBORS, AND 
IMPERIALISM, ALTHOUGH NO FOREIGN "ENIMIES "WERE NAMED. 

CHAIRMAN AGAIN EMPHASIZED REVOLUTION HAD NOW MOVE FROM DEFENSIVE 
TO OFFENSIVE. HE STATED THAT IT WAS "FOOLISH TO WAIVER, HESITATE 
OR SIT ON FENCE DURING THIS REVOLUTIONARY STRUGGLE" AND 
THAT REVOLUTIONARY MOTHERLAND WOULD NOT TOLERATE THOSE OPPOSED 
TO INTERESTS OF BROAD MASSES. CHAIRMAN NOTED IT WAS 
HISTORICAL IMPERATIVE FOR GNEUINE PROGRESSIVES URGENTLY 
TO CREATE UNITY AND COMMON FRONT TO STRENGTHEN AND ACCELERATE 
REVOLUTION , AND THAT ETHIOPIAN REVOLUTION HAD REACHED STAGE 
WHERE THIS DECISIVE QUESTION. 

3. CHAIRMAN AGAIN PICKED UP THEM OF "REVOLUTIONARY MOTHERLAND 
OR DEATH" AND STATED UNITY AND TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF REVOLU- 
TIONARY MOTHERLAND WOULD NOT BE VIOLATED. CHAIRMAN NOTED 
REVOLUTIONARY ETHIOPIA DID NOT STAND ALONE IN TIS STRUG- 
GLE, AND THAT PROGRESSIVE GOVERNMENTS AND ORGANIZATIONS 
STANDING SOLIDLY WITH EPMG. CHAIRMAN STATED NUMBER OF MEN 
UNDER ARMS WOULD BE INCREASED AND QUALITY THEIR ARMEMENT 
IMPROVED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. NOTING THAT ARMING OF TRUE PRO- 
GRESSIVE FORCES, WORKERS AND PEASANTS HAD BEGUN WITH UTMOST 
SPEED PAST SUDAY AND WAS CONTINUING, CHAIRMAN STATED "THIS 
POPULAR FORCE, THIS REVOLUTIONARY FLAME IS CAPABLE OF SAFE- 
GUARDING INTERESTS OF NOT ONLY REVOLUTIONARY ETHIOPIAN 
MOTHERLAND BUT ALSO TO DEFEND THOSE OF OTHER OPPRESSED 
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CLASSES." 

4. COMMENT: AFTER DELIVERING SPEECH MENGISTU MIXED FREELY 
WITH ATTACHE CORPS OF "FRIENDLY COUNTRIES" (AS REPORTED 
BY MEDIA) WHO FOUND HIM BUOYANT AND CONFIDENT. 

CHAIRMAN HAS MADE IT CLEAR IN THIS SPEECH AND ELSEWHERE THAT 
NEITHER OPPOSITION NOR NEUTRALITY ACCEPTABLE AS REVOLUTION 
MOVED INTO "OFFENSIVE"STAGE. PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT OF INCREASE 
IN SIZE ARMED FORCES AND OF NEW ARMAMENTS WOULD APPEAR TO 
INDICATE NECESSARY ASSURANCES HAVE BEEN GIVEN THAT NEW 
FOREIGN ARMS WILL BE AVAILABLE TO EPMG. 
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